ABSTRACT. The notion of normal index is utilized in proving necessary and sufficient conditions for a group G to be respectively, p-solvable and solvable where p is the largest prime divisor of GI-These are used further in identifying the largest normal p-solvable and normal solvable subgroups, respectively, of G.
INTRODUCTION AND NOTATION.
Structures of solvable and p-solvable finite groups are closely related to the indices and normal indices of various kinds of maximal subgroups. The largest and also the smallest prime divisors of the order of a group seem to play, in this connection, important roles in the investigation of these structures. This is precisely the focus of the present note.
The following standard notations and terminologies have been used throughout. Step I. G is not simple. Let Step III. G is p-solvable. If N C S,(G) then by theorem 2.4 [6] 
